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1. 

MUSIC: PODCAST JAMS INTRO SONG 

ANNCR: Hello, world. I’m Mike. You are 

listening to Podcast Jams. And we are 

going to make podcasting easy. 

MUSIC: FADE OUT 

ANNCR: Hey everyone. Welcome to the first 

official episode of Podcast Jams. This 

goes along with my recent blog post 

called “Writing Your Podcast.” Head 

over to PODCAST JAMS DOT COM and click 

the BLOG tab to check that out. 

 It’s actually an excerpt from my 

upcoming book about podcasting. Writing 

scripts. All that good stuff. My book 

should be ready for release on Amazon 

Kindle in the next month or so. 

 Keep an eye out for that. 

 Anyways. Let’s talk about “talking on 

paper.” What’s that mean? It means that 

you don’t talk the same way you write.  



2. 

 The writing style we learn in school 

uses visual cues. Punctuation marks. 

Paragraph breaks. Headings. 

 A good writer can pack a lot of 

information into a sentence. Like the 

opening to the Charles Dickens’ novel 

OLIVER TWIST. That goes a little 

something like this: 

DICKENS: “Among other public buildings in a 

certain town, which for many reasons it 

will be prudent to refrain from 

mentioning, and to which I will assign 

no fictitious name, there is one 

anciently common to most towns, great 

or small: to wit, a workhouse; and in 

this workhouse was born; on a day and 

date which I need not trouble myself to 

repeat, inasmuch as it can be of no 

possible consequence to the reader, in 

this stage of the business at all 

events; the item of mortality whose 

name is prefixed to the head of this 

chapter.” 



3. 

HOST: Dear god. Imagine if you had to talk to 

someone who sounds like that. You 

couldn’t follow what they’re saying. 

I’ve got nothing against Dickens, but 

yikes. 

 When you’re talking, you have to keep 

things short and simple. There’s 

actually something called a simple 

sentence. A simple sentence has a 

subject, a verb and a complete thought. 

 That means that a person or thing — 

does something — for some reason.  

For example: Bob walked to the store. 

Pretty clear. You can use other kinds 

of sentences that I describe in my blog. 

But simple sentences are where it’s at. 

Let’s go back to Charles Dickens. What 

happens if we take that one, long 

sentence and turn it into simple 

sentences. Simple language. Minimal 

punctuation. 

It might sound something like this: 
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DICKENS: There’s a town that I’m not gonna name. 

One of the many buildings in that town 

is a workhouse. Oliver Twist was born 

at this workhouse. The date really 

doesn’t matter. 

HOST: Now, if you’re a big fan of English 

literature, you probably can’t believe 

I just did that. If you like clear 

communication, you might be wondering, 

“Why didn’t Dickens just say that?” 

 An author might assume the reader will 

backtrack if they miss something. You 

can’t assume someone’s going to rewind 

your podcast. 

 Radio listeners don’t even have the 

option. Just assume anyone listening to 

your podcast is busy. They don’t have 

time to figure out what you’re trying 

to say. 

 Keep things short and to the point. 

Look to see if you’ve got too much 

punctuation. Break long sentences into 

two shorter ones. 



5. 

 Instead of saying, “Bob, who was 

running dangerously low on coffee beans, 

walked to the grocery store,” think 

simple. 

 “Bob walked to the store. He was 

running dangerously low on coffee 

beans.” 

 Now you know about simple sentences. 

You’re probably an expert by now. What 

else can you do to write better 

scripts? 

 I’ll tell you. Two words. Sentence 

fragments.  

 You don’t always have to use complete 

sentences. If I asked you, “Do you have 

any clean spoons?” You might say, “Yes. 

In the drawer.” You wouldn’t say, 

(English accent) “Yes. I have seventeen 

clean spoons luxuriously aligned in the 

cupboard drawer located in the main 

dining quarters.” “A” - I already knew 

we’re talking about spoons. And “B” 

that’s way too much information.  
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 Unless I have amnesia. In which case, I 

forgot. Who are you anyway? Where am I? 

Why do I need a spoon in the first 

place? 

 Are we having ice cream? Cool. Do you 

have any clean spoons? 

 Sentence fragments make your speech 

sound natural. Less formal. Do it. 

 Tip number two — parenthetical 

statements. 

 You see, parenthetical statements are 

throwaway phrases we use to start a 

thought. I might say, “Ya know, when I 

woke up this morning I had a good idea.” 

Then I’d say, “Of course, most of my 

ideas are good.” 

 “Ya know,” “Ya see,” “Of course,” “I 

mean.” You probably say this stuff all 

the time. But you don’t write it. I’m 

telling you — write it. Just don’t 

overdo it. Parentheticals make great 

transitions from idea to the next. 



7. 

Especially when you can’t think of a 

good transition. 

 Ya know, it’s like anything. I mean, 

you can start every sentence this way. 

You know, it’s not the end of the world. 

Of course, I’m already sick of hearing 

myself talk this way. 

 Case in point. 

 Tip number three — contractions. 

 No. You aren’t having a baby. Unless 

you are. In that case, congratulations. 

Contractions are when you mash two 

words together. The words CAN and NOT 

become CAN’T. (Hal 9000) “I’m sorry, 

Dave. I can’t do that.”  

 The words THERE and IS become THERE’S. 

“There’s nothing wrong with this 

expired bread.” 

 Once again, this is something that 

works great in speech. Just don’t write 

your master’s thesis that way. I repeat. 

Don’t. 



8. 

 Tip number four — emphasis though 

repetition. 

 Repeating things gives them a certain 

authority. A certain – authority. 

 If I’m talking to you about my friend, 

Mortimer, it’s better to say Mortimer 

again than to say “him” or “my friend.” 

Especially if I casually mention Carol. 

Because Carol is another name. You 

already shifted your focus. And just a 

few seconds later, you may have already 

forgotten what my other friend’s name 

was. What was it? Carol and … hmm … Oh 

yeah! Mortimer. My old pal Mortimer. 

 Mortimer and Carol. Not him and her. 

 I hope this has been helpful. I mean, 

what do I know? I’m an amateur at this 

stuff. Unfortunately, no one else has 

compiled a system for writing and 

preparing a podcast. Seriously, look it 

up. You can find books and articles 

that claim to be about writing scripts 

and outlines.  
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 But the content leaves a lot to be 

desired. I’m not sure if someone wants 

to keep this stuff a secret. I don’t 

really know what to think. I feel like 

I’m reinventing the wheel. Hopefully, 

my experiments will save you the 

trouble of having to do the same. 

 I’ve wanted to do a podcast for a while 

now. I finally got tired of trying to 

find someone to tell me how. 

 If you have any requests or ideas or 

vicious and degrading criticism, please 

feel free to send it my way. 

MUSIC: FADES IN UNDER VOICE 

ANNCR: My name is Mike Eiman. This is Podcast 

Jams. And — together — we’re going to 

make podcasting easy. 

 I’ve got a bunch of stuff in the works. 

A lot of great content. Just keep 

checking back on PODCAST JAMS DOT COM. 
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 Follow us on Twitter AT PODCAST JAMS. 

Like us on Facebook at FACEBOOK DOT COM 

SLASH PODCAST JAMS. 

 Thanks for listening. Let’s keep 

jamming. 

MUSIC: PLAYS UNTIL FADE OUT    

	  


